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sacrifice was fanned by the tails of their friends, the peacocks; the
sweet scent of the oblation prepared with nectar, the fragrance of
the half-cooked sacrificial cake was spread around; the crackling of
flames in the offering of a stream of unbroken libations made the
place resonant; a host of guests was waited upon; the Pitris were
honoured; Yisnu, Siva and Brahma were worshipped. The perfor-
mance of Sraddha rites was taught; the science of sacrifice
explained; the Sastras of right conduct examined; good books of
every kind recited; and the meaning of the Sastras pondered. Leafy
huts were being begun; courts smeared with paste, and the inside of
the huts scrubbed. Meditation was being firmly grasped, mantras
duly carried out, yoga practised, a'nd offerings made to woodland
deities. Brahmanical girdles of mwnja grass were being made, bark
garments washed, fuel brought, deer-skins decked, grass gathered,
lotus-seed dried, rosaries strung, and bamboos laid in order for future
need. Wandering ascetics received hospitality, and pitchers were
filled'1^

Besides these features of religious life Bana gives us some more
characteristics of those who lived in such Brahmana colonies. There
they appear to have attempted to avoid defilement in evil conduct,
sharpness in disputations, wavering of the mind, clasping of necks,
binding of girdles in quarrels, paksapdta in scientific disputations,
error in the Sdstras, longing for wealth, and similar traits of
worldly men.2

Besides describing these details of life and the practices of the
Brahmanas living in such a Brahmana colony, Bana sometimes also
throws more light on some other aspects of Brahmana religious life
of his day. The type of life which he has depicted till now must
"have continued throughout the day until the day-light drew to a
close. Then the hermits went to take their bath and on completing
it offered a sacrifice, the smoke of which spread out a fragrance of
sandal-wood, When the sun set and the twilight commenced " then
the hermitage became the home of guiet thought, as the pleasant
sound of milking the sacred cows arose in one quarter, and the
fresh kusd grass was scattered on the altar of Agni, and the rice
and oblations to the goddesses of space were tossed hither and thither
by the hermitage maidens/' When the stars filled the sky the
hermits with their faces turned unto the heavens cast towards the

1  Bana, KUamlari, pp. 38-39.
2  Md., pp. 39-40.